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and what is your thesis about?



a thesis about vowels
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a thesis about vowels
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a thesis on vowels you can’t distinguish?



studying variation in speech sounds

Sociophonetics: the interface of sociolinguistics and phonetics, and
specifically (...) the use of modern phonetic methods in the
quantitative analysis of language variation and change.

Baranowski, M. (2013). Sociophonetics. Oxford Handbooks Online. Retrieved from

http://www.oxfordhandbooks.com
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what kind of methods?



spectrograms!

∙ Formants:
peaks of energy

∙ F1: opening of
the oral cavity

∙ F2: backness of
the tongue
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spectrograms!

Spectrogram: the representation of a sound signal in terms of the
energy (intensity) spread over its frequency components (y) and of

the changes that occur over time (x)
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spectrograms... and formants
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and what do you do with that?



remember phonetic transcription?
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it’s all about formants
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it’s all about formants
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vowel plots

F1xF2 NEAREY1-normalised mean values of the vowels obtained from speakers in the Ter-Brugent area.
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so... what?!



uses of sociophonetic studies

∙ Language teaching
∙ Speech technologies
∙ Knowledge on speech production and
perception

∙ Language theory
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Thank you!

Eva Bosch i Roura – eva.bosch.roura@ub.edu

Presentation available at www.ub.edu/GEVAD
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