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1.  Background 
i.  Girona Catalan 
ii.  The vowel system of  Standard Catalan 
iii.  The vowel system of  Girona Catalan 

2.  Main research goal 
3.  Methodology 

i.  Participants 
ii.  Production tests 
iii.  Perception tests 
•  Methodological issues 
•  Test types 
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1.   Background 

2 

Te
st

in
g 

sp
ee

ch
 p

er
ce

pt
io

n 
on

 th
e 

fie
ld

. M
id

 b
ac

k 
vo

w
el

s 
in

 G
iro

na
 C

at
al

an
 

i.   Girona Catalan 
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1.   Background 
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ii.   The vowel system of  Standard Catalan 
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1.   Background 

4 

Te
st

in
g 

sp
ee

ch
 p

er
ce

pt
io

n 
on

 th
e 

fie
ld

. M
id

 b
ac

k 
vo

w
el

s 
in

 G
iro

na
 C

at
al

an
 

iii.   The vowel system of  Girona Catalan 

? 
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iii.   The vowel system of  Girona Catalan 

•  Distributional variation:  
•  Coromines (1953), Colomina (1999: 122-124) 

•  See also Griera (1930: 427), Comas (1970: 58-59), Sala (1983: 29), Julià (1986), 
Puig i Calvet (1991: 31), Luna (1995), Gulsoy (1993: 92), Monturiol & 
Domínguez (2001: 28-29), Campmany (2004: 18), Dorca (2008: 24-27; 2010: 152), 
IEC (2009: 42), Gómez Duran (2011: 51) 

•  Merging (in progress):  
•  Luna (1995: 283-284), Julià (1986: 132), Recasens (1996: 131) 
•  Recasens & Espinosa (2009)  
•  Recasens (2014: 15), Herrick (2003, 2006) 
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2.   Main research goal 
• To discover whether mid back vowels in Girona 

Catalan are (near-)mergers* or not, through:  

•  Production tests: one or two mid back vowels?; is it a 
merely distributional phenomenon?  
•  Perception tests: do speakers distinguish [ɔ] from [o]? 

*  Near-mergers: «two vowels undergoing neutralization [that] are 
distinguished in production but cannot be discriminated 
perceptually» (Recasens & Espinosa, 2009: 241) 
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i.   Participants 

•  100 participants  
•  25 girls + 25 boys born in 1998 
•  25 women + 25 men born between 1947 and 1957 

•  13 towns: main town in each of  the 13 deaneries in the 
diocese of  Girona 
•  At least 2nd generation speakers 

•  4, 8, 12 or 16 participants per town 
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3.   Methodology 
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ii.   Production tests 

1.  Semi-structured interview 

2.  Visual test (69 images + 2 short videos): 
a)  7 vowel sets x 7 consonant contexts = 49 vowels 
b)  26 words from the literature 
 

3.  Replication of  Recasens & Espinosa’s 2009 experiment 

Analysis on Praat (Boersma, 2001) 8 
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3.   Methodology 
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iii.   Perception tests: methodological issues 
•  Simplicity: 
•  Testing process 
•  Data processing 

• Perceval (Ghio et al., 2003) and/or Praat (Boersma, 
2001) 

   Cf.  Cruselles, Herrero & Jiménez (2013, 2014) 
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iv.   Perception tests: methodological issues 
•  Stimuli:  
•  Local variety, standard variety, both?  
•  Words in ambigous contexts, in unambigous contexts, non-words?  

 
•  Participants’ comfort 
•  Avoid writing  
•  Avoid specific phonetic terminology (“open o”, “closed o”)  
•  Minimize stress among participants  

Cf. previous work on (near-)mergers: Costa & Mattingly (1981), 
Janson & Schulman (1983), Labov, Karen & Miller (1991), Labov 
and Ash (1997), Di Paolo & Faber (1990: 166-167) 10 
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v.   Perception tests 
•  Visual forced-choice identification task  
•  Goodness rating task: a minimal pair item put in a semantically 

invalid context  
à cf. coach test (Labov, Karen & Miller, 1991) 
 

•  Rhyme validation  
•  AXB discrimination task 
•  With real words 
•  With non-words 

•  Categorical discrimination on a vowel continuum 
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Thank you for your attention! 

 
Eva Bosch i Roura  

(eva.bosch.roura@ub.edu) 
 

Presentation available at www.ub.edu/GEVAD 

14 

Te
st

in
g 

sp
ee

ch
 p

er
ce

pt
io

n 
on

 th
e 

fie
ld

. M
id

 b
ac

k 
vo

w
el

s 
in

 G
iro

na
 C

at
al

an
 


